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open space, surrounding the walls of the inner
court, and now displaying a carpet of verdure,
interspersed with olive and cypress trees. The
appearance of this edifice, with its courts and
walls, produces on the whole a most imposing
efl'ect, and relieves in a great degree the dull
monotony of the rest of the interior view of the
city, of which it is by far the most prominent
object, from the space which it occupies, and the
commanding situation it enjoys.
After having at once reposed and gratified
ourselves by a more undisturbed view of Jerusa-
lem than we could have enjoyed from any other
spot on our way, we resumed the labour of ex-
amining the remaining monuments without the
walls. We first visited what are called the
Sepulchres of the Prophets, close to the spot
where we had halted, We descended through a
circular hole, into an excavated cavern of some
extent, cut with winding passages, and fomwing
a kind of $ubterraae#n labyrinth. The superin-
cumbent mass was supported by portions of the
rock left in the form of walls and irregular pil-
lars* apparently once stuccoed j and, from the
niches still remaining visible in mafly places, we
had no doubt of its having been pnce appro-
priated to sepulture j but whether any, or which
of the prophets were interred here^ even tradition